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1  Fish  of  Watoga  Lake 
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Swim  to  Greenbrier 

State  Parks  Supervisor 
Plans  to  Rebuild 
Collapsed  Dam 
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An  earthern  dam,  at  Watoga  state 
park,  which  collapsed  and  drained  a 
six-acre  lake  will  be  rebuilt,  the 
conservation  department  said  yes¬ 
terday. 

About  15,000  cubic  yards  of  earth 
were  washed  out  and  most  of  the  ! 
fish  in  the  lake  were  carried  into 
the  Greenbrier  river.  Linn  Wilson, 
parks  supervisor,  said  there  was 
no  other  damage  to  state  property.  , 
Watoga  park  is  in  Pocahontas  ( 
county  near  Marlinton. 


On  lut  Friday  WCKy.  fc 

,|r  rtdlo  Itatlon,  of  Lloclniiitl, 
,  grircn  minute  broadcast,  de 
I  t.il  to  Pnvahontai  County,  aponior- 
j  bv  1 1  c*  Pocahontas  Tiroes.  Flore 
Is  the  Hilpt  submitted  and  mostly 
used. 

1  HE  ippreclsllw  of  the  opportunl 
tj  to  put  West  Virginia  In  genera!  In 
Its  right  light  before  the  world  by 
‘presenting  In  particular  my  own  de 
lectlblr  part,  Pocahontas  County  in 
tic  Greenbrier  Valley.  You  know. 
West  Virginia  has  suffered  not  a  lit 
lie  through  adverse  advertising.  Why 
our  mountain  people— gentle  and  for 
bearing  as  l hi  sheep  upon  our  thou¬ 
sands  of  Mils— are  pictured  as  fret¬ 
ful.  feverish  and  quick  on  the  trigger. 
The  fact  Is  that  no  where  In  all  the 
world  Is  higher  regard  placed  upon 
the  sanctity  of  human  life  than  among 
us  Naturally.  human  nature  and 
original  sin  being  what  they  are.  It 
oM-aslooally  happens  there  arises  In 
our  midst  an  anti  social,  demon  po>-; 
msed  Individual  who  needs  kllllog. 
Of  a  truth  the  highland  man  Is  not 
one  to  stand  aside  from  the  perform¬ 
ance  or  a  duty,  even  though  It  be  per- 
socahy  distasteful. 

Speaking  of  our  mountain  people. 
It  Las  been  said  that  what  the  low- 
lander  considers  shrewd  business  prac 
tie*.  is  put  down  as  plain  rascality  by 
us  highlanders. 

Some  of  you  may  have  heard  this 
old  toast  to  West  Virginia— "With 
ih*  gas  to  light  the  world;  with  coal 
to  Leal  the  world;  with  oil  to  grease 
i  c  world;  with  timber  to  put  a  high 
tr  a;£  fence  around  the  vror^d;  and 
•l*h  brains  to  run  the  world.”  That 
•-  iboj  took  in  a  bit  of  territory, 
•fcowt  all  there  Is.  I  will  admit,  but 
tL*n  a  highlander  usually  feels  ex 
pisatse  wr.en  he  gets  among  the  low 
•aadera. 

*111  (peaking  of  our  people.  It  has 
,  *’•  said  that  they  are  like  wild  hogs 
y"  lr  u  lfcey  will  eat  each  other,  but 
*«aa oewsda lore*  attack,  the  first 
• ,  »»a  will  bring  the  herd  packing  to 


•*  County  of  Pocahontas— "lying 
*  *.f  the  Alleghanlea  like 

••  »  li  •  I. tods  of  a  queen"  It 
U  '****  **  '**•  °f  ahlree  of 
<•♦•r4e-.ee  i'alhyr  However,  the 

mi  ’*  l»*a  eight 

'  '!••♦»  lerlae  U«lr  head  springs 

ain  of  a  Ohio 
'  »*•*  Oreenbrler. 

'"♦•i  lirail.  Kit.  tiaulay,' 
''•«*  and  Cranberry 
**•<  Uuta.  of  u, «  pots, 

‘  rj*  •>**•  Pmstaivla#  Isaaea 
■  y  He  dialings  to 


I 
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Indians  as  their  own. .  Indians  » 

turlng  cast  of  the  Alleghanles  w®u,d  a‘rms  and  tire  right  of  petition. 

-  ‘"te  ux . 

tlonal  right  to  hunt  the  public  owoBd  ! 
game  killed  the  goose  which  laid  lh\ 
golden  egg  so  that  two  generations  of  ( 
Americans  have  had  poor  hunting. I 
In  your  Monongahela  National  Forest 
!  the  game  Is  coming  back  apace,  but 
i  do  not  get  the  Idea'll  Is  an  eiky.  lazy 
man's  tasit  to  hunt  the  wild  deer  of 
our  endless  mountains,  though  he 
1  make  his  bed  within  a  mile  of  our 
Court  Flouse.  V-  ? 

Speaking  about  Conservation  of  our 
natural  resources  of  timber,  soil  and 
water,  I  heard  over  the  air  a  scientific 
gentleman  down  Washington  way-,  re 
mark  In  effect  the  central  Govern¬ 
ment.  for  the  good  of  all  the  people 
had  the  right  to  say  to  the  man  of 
West  Virginia  how  he  should  till  or 
refrain  from  tilling  his  hillside  acres. 
The  sentiment  did  not  go  down  at  all 
with  meT-T-was  reared  IrT  thl  good 
old  fret  school  which  taught  a  man 
heW  dominion  over  his  own  land  r« 
bra  a  King  to  sfay"6ff  inre“s<meslre, 
and  that  he  owned  down  to  where  he 
would  meet  Cjilnamen  coming  this 

rv**:,5nsd 10  ^e  moon. 
Would  1  stand  for  any  bureaucrat  to 
how  I  should  manage  old 
Uoai  whose  sacred  soil 

£  'ld^n*  »t  call  of  country  to 

!!„**  —Sober  second  ilrongm 
brought  me  to  see  clearly  I  bad  no 

imnn  t0.S?  lfl1  mjf  hlllsldj  acres  as  to 
Impoverish  a  soli  upon  which  I  hold 

pg ill 

tress  lo  times  of  drouth'and*  flood 
ZrWZ”  lu  the  01,10  »«d  Missis 

wSwrSaS?! 

T,,e 

Is  whst  tiiA  f  '  elevations 

...ra^s;  »«“] 

maple,  avh.  cherry  |ii  .h  “  **ard  I 

'nxs^jrs?sf^S! 

Un  U,e  ,0'"  Brounda 
As  for  the 


m  111  vu«  »»  - - 

loan  who  ventured  on  to  the  Western 
waters  could  be  killed  will)  Impunity 
by  the  Indian  owners.  beginning 
two  hundred  years  back,  the  white 
people  did  came  and  they  stayed, 
though  outlawed  by  King  and  Coun 
ell,  Colonial ‘Governor  and -General 
Assembly,  and  so  actively  opposed  by 
the  original  Inhabitants,  the  region 
has  the  bloodiest  Indian  history  of 
any  portion  of  America.  There  Is  a 
valley  saying  about  the  farms,  "that 
they  were  taken  from  the  forest  w  ith 
an  axe  and  held  against  all  comers 
with  a  rifle.”  Land  titles  could  not 
be  perfected  u n tfT''Tt7r"Torn7STOTi  of 
the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  In 
1776,  and  to  this  day  the  best  land 
-title  In  West  Virginia  Is  ten  years 
u  n  Inter  r  u  pled  -possession .  — TfliTUTB 
Colonel  Theodore  Roosevelt  wrote  In 
lerestlngly  and  comprehendlngly  of 
the  Western  Waters  Movement  In  his 
Winning  of  the  West  books. 

The  Warrior's  Road— the  war  path 
of  J.  Fpiiiitniure  Cooper's .  Leather 
Stocking  Tales,  from  Seneca  Lake, 

New  York,  to  the  Red  IfiTi^oi  North 
GeorgTjP—  traverses  the  Greenbrier 
~ YilleyTrom  end  to  end.u'U.  S  Route 
219  Is  called  the  Seneca  Trail.  The 
town  of  Marllnton,  county  seat  of  the 
County  of  Pocahontas.  Is  the  first 
English  speaking  settlement  In  the 
Mississippi  Valley  .^/General  Andrew 
Lfewls  Id  1751,  when  he  came  to  make 
the  first  land  survey  on  the  Western 
waters,  found  Jacob  Marlin  and  Ste 
phen  Sewell  here.  One  of  the  calls 
of  his  survey  Is  a  line  passing  over 
the  Ewing  house.  The  stump  or  the 
first  corner  tree  on  all  the  Great  Mis- 
alppl  Valley  Is  still  preserved. 

The  then  Colonel  was  surveying 
out  grants  totalling  one  hundred  thou 
sand  acres  for  the  Greenbrier  Land 
Company.  This  Company  had  fooled 
the  King  and  his  Council  into  hellev 
log  lb*  waters  of  the  Greenbrier 
drained  toward  the  Atlantic  Instead 
of  the  Gulf  of  Mixlco.  Maybe  you 
think  the  Indians  through  the  Long! 

House  at  Albany  did  not  get  busy  to 
have  the  Charier  of  the  Greenbrier 
Company  annulled  In  a  few  year.. 

Inasmuch  as  more  than  two-thirds  1  . »■  », 

,  1  ha  area  of  Pocahontas  County  u  ““““loins.  wn  Ule 

lb  o  i*  d»  "t  ,"v'l,r  °"n*,*h,p  In  ii.e  the  °aki  *nd  pin*, 

oongahela  National  (forest,  1  feel  ®f  tlic  botany  it  1. 

no  I... Haney  In  making  report  lo  ,„P  «ln*  for  here  we  bar. 

>-0  dlnga  In  (t.ew  parta  Tli»~matt*i 
f ,,  ,,l'tl  lr  hui't'ne  ground  andirei 

lira* 
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meaning  middle  and  Canadian  mean- 
lpfi  northern  when  applied  to  plants 
»nd  animals.  I  wm  thoroughly  en¬ 
joy  Inc  the  olrar  sailing  until  the  gen¬ 
tleman  began  to  Interpose  some  re¬ 
marks  of  his  owm  Van,  I  said,  whai 
do  you  know  about  botany  anyhow? 
Only  so  much,  he  replied,  as  to  on 
able  me  to  hold  posltjon  with  the 
Biological  Survey  the  past  thirty  Qve 
years  as  a  botanist.  When  he  told 
me  his  name  1  recalled  It  as  an  out 
standing  one  In  the  world  of  Science 
With  the  little  breath  remaining  In 
my  deflated  bladder,  I  told  him  about 
taking  advantage  of  Ignorant  Inno¬ 
cence.  fie  said  I  had  laid  myself  vul 
nerable,  and  I  acknowledged  the  corn 
Anyway,  the  Greenbrier  Valley  Is 
the  botanist’s  happy  hunting  ground, 
and  the  same  may  be  said  for  the 
Geologist.  The  rock  here  Is  sedimeo 
tary  and  the  ToTiJeil  lUITTUCalns  expose 
the  foundations  for  tulles,  up  and 
down.  A  Geologist  from  the  low 
lands  once  told  me  the  great  week 
end  out  door  sport  for  a  party  of 
Scientists  was  to  go  Into  the  fields  In 
search  of  fossils.  A  score  would  go 
into  a  Hucf3f£  over  a  stone  to  see 
whether  th^marks  were  fossils,  gla 
clal  scars  or  merely  harrow  scratches. 
Here  he  saw  steam  shovel9  at  work 
dumping  wonderful  fossil  remains 
over  the  bank  by  the  cub'c  yard  day- 
after  day.  Another  of  our  local  say 
mgs  Is  that  you  cannot  raise  good  peo 
pie  on  poor  ground.  Ours  Is  natural 
blue  grass  soln;  our  mountains  grass 
to  the  top;  it  Is  an  Ideal  land  for  cat- 
>r  apd..shecp.  as  well  as  for  people 
As  for  sltSep,  the  pesky  varments  put 
aerimp  In  this  Industry  when  the 
Conservation  Commission  put  the 
Ibiack  bear  oo  the  song  bird  list.  As 
for  the  cattle.  It  has  been  said  the 
god  of  the  Greenbrier  is  a  red  steer 
:i  f  oo  the  butt  of  a  hay  stack,  and 
that  owr  women  still  talk  horse. 

At  for  oar  people  I  readily  admit 
'.  »t  the  beet  people  to  be  found  any 
•ben  live  la  the  Greenbrier  Valley, 
»ad  the  fertber  upstream  the  belter 
ttoey  (if.  A  proper  senee  of  modesty 
rretealao  me  from  explaining  how 
‘  to  the  h«*J  springs  It  my  own 
eereeUal  heme. 

Tf*  meaning  of  rigmarole  le  that. 
Imfcei*  with  proper  aleetonary  eplrll 
••  wh-twg  lo  share  the  bleaalnga 
f  e  f«nf  ewe* try.  e  good  climate  and 
people  Anyeay.  whether 
r  *  '•*  m«  y««r  wey  cteer  to  cael 
peer  tea  t*  etui  es  le  u»ee  deleetlble 
ewiWe.  m  .wtalwe  e*4  be  eonUot  to 
*.U«  u  •  world  f  by.  why  pay  e 
*****  u  **•  **eeOe*  lewd  ef  the  <j  reeo 
Wtai  Viiey.  I*  eee  the  twenty  of 

iinetM  tteee  the*  two  Utltila 

tl  te.ewel  by  »U  (ne  peep  e  o» 
L*beee  ’ettei  Meta*  *kit  .«  beve 

Vm**4  oM  ear  Keen,  in  eeytl  U  be 
e»e«*  pet  ep  •><*  a*4  eej.j  fw  a 
eel  a*  tea 


Vj;-,,  rivers,  ANT)  MOUNTAINS) 


LAKES 


Kane  of  lake  or  lake®  in  your  county? 


.A 


.  _ _ o./  ^ 

Q  Give  the  origin  of  name  and  meaning? 

A  '  .  J  J 


Q  Ie  the  lake  a  natural  or  an  artificial  one? 


A 

i}  If  ar.  artificial  lake,  was  it  constructed  for  a  power  project? 

*  V£<9 

% 

j  If  so,  give  name.of  company  operating  power  rights?  s 
A  '  * 

Q  To  whom  is  power  furnished? 


/C 


/ 


;  -hat  acreage  does  the  lake  cover,  together  with  its  depth? 

A  ^  .  /Z&r/l 


/  Z 


(2-mTS 


t  highways  (State  and  Federal)  are  nearest  the  lake? 

1  ~U-<i  2  'f 

?  3iv#  a  list  of  different  kinds  of  sport  and 

k  ^  r 


recreation  facilities  to  be  had? 


(GIVE  AW  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION) 
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(UK39,  RIV2RS,  AND  MDONTAE'E) 


RI7SBS 


a  Nam®  of  river  or  rivers  running  through  your  county?  .  . 

H  „  V  .  /  y.  I  .  s  764*W>1wQ 


/'  /£jC^-i<ryLs 


1  cl*,-  j, 

q  Give  origin  and  meaning  of  name? 

A  C'Lc^y  >'«*V 

q  Give  point  of  entry  in  your  county  and  point  of  exit? 

A  y  ?  asLA.  — ✓ 

Q  lhat  ia  the  total  length  of  the  river  in  the  State? 

gWo  *  ' 

Q  lhat  percentage  of  total  mileage  flows  through  your  county? 

"Ci'K  'i-  o 

I/O 

m era ted  by  the  erection  of  dams. 


Q  Is  power  generated  by 
possibilities? 

A  )Uo 

#  I  # 


or  are  there  power 

j4j\ 

a  If  power  is  generated,  give  name  of  company  operating  power  rights? 


^  If  river  1*  navigable,  give  .length? 

A  Vce)  •  f  -  f- 

*  **•  ■*"*  fkcUitle-»  roch  «“  b0«««8.  -aiming  and  fishing?  , 

A  T-  ^Jul  '  KJ^  J  ^ 

(Givs  ANY  ADDITIONAL  INFORMATION) 

}C  >1  j,  t\  \  \  L  lu&A  ell  pr  *  I  hut~l  V 
&uxl  *1*  4 


,f  .  ^  4A.UJ  itTo^l  <t\  i 

41  fcijs.  ;.A  ,,vv  Hr-  1 
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now^iwa 

q  Ha.-a  of  mountain  or  mountain®  in  your  county? 

*  ^^0 
O) 


•  f 

I 


•/<  h 

q  Give  t  ho  location  in  your  oounty?  A.  ^ 

q  shat  high  ay®  (State  and  Federal)  are  nearoat  th®  mountain? 

;z  /  ^ 


q  Give  a  description  of  the  mountain,  whether  wooded  or  not,  end-point  ^ 

of  highest  elevation?  .  '/  /  /  /  {,l~^  ^ 

A  •  aa-  S^fTT^  v'^J°-o  /,T  ££>(/’'  \ 

q  If  mountain  is  heavily  timhersd,  what  kind  i*  found? 

A  1  ‘  "p-vS‘ 

^7— — £_»  7--  '— G- 


q  I®  o  ;untain  a  recreation  center? 
A 

q  If  so,  ahat? 


?  / 
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7. 
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WORKS  PROGRESS  ADMINISTRATION 


OF  WEST  VIRGINIA 

312  Smallridge  Building 
Charleston 
February  15,  1939 


Clerk  County  Court 

I'arlinton 

.Jest  Virginia 

Dear  Sir: 

The  Federal  .7r  it  ere*  Project  is  compiling  material 
on  all  the  counties  for  a  West  Virginia  Encyclopedia 
For  the  present,  we  are  interested  in  obtaining  in¬ 
formation  from  your  county  on  lakes,  rivers  and  moun 
tains . 

Enclosed  are  three  lists  of  questions  to  v/hich  we 
would  like  to  have  you  give  brief  but  comprehensive 
answers  at  your  convenience.  If  you  do  not  have  the 
data  at  hand,  will  you  please  turn  the  lists  over  to 
someone  else  who  is  familiar  with  these  particular 
subjects? 

■l(o  will  be  glad  to  hear  from  you  and  will  appreciate 
whatever  you  may  do  for  us. 


Very  truly  yours, 


Bruce  Crawford 
State  Director 
Federal  Writers'  Project 


rcrehontas  County 


Geological  Survey 
Report 


On  page  272  -  illustration 

Cross  section  of  Browns  Mountain  Anticline  along  the 
highway  (State  Route  43)  follwoing  the  Knapp  Creek  gorge 


miles 


between  the  Huriterville  bridge,  0.8  miles  southeast  of 
Huntsville,  and  the  Minnehaha  Springs  bridge,  o.5  miles 
northwest  of  Minnehaha  Springs.  ' 

(Sketch  attached) 

The  major  anticlines  are  described  as  follows: 

Deer  Park  Anticline 

Blackwater  anticline 

Browns  Mountain  anticline 

Horton  Anticline  • 

Deer  Park  Anticline  enters  Pocahontas  from  Randolph  0.4 

of  Mace  -  continues  in  a  general  s.  V/.  direction  . 


just  west  of  Linwood  -  terminating  on  the  eastern  ' 
end  of  Red  Lick  Mountain. 

The  sieckv/ater  Anticline  has-  its  orgin  in  Mineral  County-  : 
southwest  to  Maryland  1  roughly  paralleling  the  west  Virginia 
fc'il  Maryland  Line  to  1  mile  eoitheast  of  Gormama  -  continues' 

.vUtwa*  t0  3r6nt  '  Tucker  County  line  across  Tucker  through 

-nr.een  Valley  into  Randolph  entirely  across  Randolph  to  Poca- 

r  rjntue  finterirw  2  milec  Northeast  of  V.ildell  -  continues 

‘  ror  l^?*11**  Pining  through  Prank,  and  apparently 

^ y t odt  In  Dandy  Rldgo. 


.  ood 


of  hrowne  Mountain  *nticlinewiU  be  discussed 
-dcfi  area  or  Mil lcli norium ,  that  is  so  cbnsp- 


Peg©  2 


icous  along  Knap  Creek  between  HuntervUle  and  Minnabaha  - 
Cr-rings  and  that  extends  south  westward  along  Erushy  and 
Beaver  Lick  Mountains  into  Greenbrier  County  and  to  the 
norht  along  Browns  efid  Mitcheel  Mountains,  through  Green- 
pank# and  ending  approximately  .one  mile  northeast  of  Bar-  ^ 


tow. 


The  Mountains  which  is  the  most  consoicuos  strcutural 


feature  in  Pocahontas  County,  has  its  source  in  a  number 
of  r mall  folds  betqeen  the  southern  ends  of  Biackwater- 

Anticline  and  Job  syncline  near  Bartow."  _  l'- 

»  .  ‘  '».  • 

It  continues  southv/estward  roughly  parralleling^the 
-tate  road  to  Green  Bank  where  much  evidence  of  sqneezing 
can  be  seen,  and  from  this  locality  the  main  axis  connects  ! 
woth  the  top  of  Mitchael  Mountain.  -  .  ’*  • 

"long  the  state  road  £ast  of  Eunmore  a  seri.es  of 

,  .  •»  •  •  ..I 

fDlis  is  encountered  with  sqneezing  and  mashing. 

The  Orlsl^any  series  1/4  mile  east  of  Dunaiore  is' 
overturned  woth  a  552  dip  to  the  south  esat,  while  3/4  j  '  . 
-f  11  ^  farther  east  the  Bossarvllle  piety  limstone  has‘ 
vet  squeezed  almost  to  a  point  of  flowage,  one-half  mile 
f-rther  east  form  the  letter  point  a  low  graceful,  single  ' 

-f  th»  ’"Mte  ^ealnB  constitutes  the  main  arts  of  this 
-  -  '?■  UTe'  “n(1  “arlct  the  northern  end  of  this  series  .  / 

■  "  u  *°  ®»°«‘na»tt»  deplored  between  BuntervlULe  and  ' 

Ul&A«fc*ha  k  . 

-t  the  souther*,  end  of  Slehael  fountain  the  axis  tr- 

*■  [  '  '  "  '  l°  th*  south ve et  end  erogse.  the 

r...  -  rro.t  road  1.8  *11.,  east  Thorny  Creek 

°r,!  th%  mojor  fold  holds  to 


.at  abruptly  to  thi 
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the  western  side  of  Browns  Mountain,  but  in  the  gorge  of 
vnapp  creek  its  true  nature  as  an  anticlinorium  becomes 
more  apparent,  there  being  another  fold  of  equal  magnitude 

Just  west  of  the  minnehaha  Springs  bridge. 

The  rocks  exposed  in  this  fold  include  those  of  the 
rhgnunc  Series  of  the  Upper  Devonian  down  to  the  Red 
Medina  Series  of  the  basal  Silurian. 

B&th  the  eastern  and  western  flanks  are  composed  of 

•  •  « 

steep  dins  and  accasionally  over-turned  somewhat  beyond  the 

vertical .  . 

At  Michael  Mountain  this  anticline  its  greatest  alt¬ 
itude  bringing  the  TThlte  Medina  quartzite  to  the  surface 
elong  the  crest  of  the  ridge. 

The  same  series  is  exposed  in  the  arch  1.7  miles 
eest  of  Dunmore  and  is  also  well  exposed,  with  the  under¬ 
lying  Red  Medina,  in  the  gorge  of  Knapp  Creek  between  Hunter- 
ville  end  Minnehaha  Springs.  It  is  also  the  Frincepal 
ridge  rock  in  Beaver  Lick  Mountain. 

Much  of  the  area  of  this  Anticline  is  composed  of 
-he  filurian  limestones,  but  there  are  a  number  of  the  ridges 
con-'ored  of  the  Clinton  quartzites. 


The  rcaolnlng  ridge  aaker  is^the  Orlskany  Series  that 
r  .T.v,  thl*  entire  anticline  in  either,  side  of  the  ridge 

•Mch  .lo  down  to  the  Lower  Devonian  shale  depressions 
that  surround  the  mountains. 


a  I  are  176  C  Hate  XXIX 

t“*  °r  0r»nb--ior  niv.r  lln..ton.  Ut  the  hoed 
f  Hel.  hun.  Th.  e.,.  we.  the  hen.  of'Ste.en  Sew.U 

t’v  .  al  ;ur>  t.n<l  It  no*  a  j>oir.^  of  inter eet  for  tourists. 


V'  Y 


